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Teacher guided writing 
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Independent writing 
Let’s write

Resource sheets

1 Narrative writing:  
poetry

•	 What happens in 
the poem?

•	 Thinking about the poem
•	 How is the poem written?

•	 Creating characters
•	 Plot
•	 Rhyme
•	 Dialogue
•	 Past tenses
•	 Contractions

•	 The next part of the poem – the 
Pied Piper takes away other 
animals from the town

•	 The next part of the poem – the 
Mayor pays the Pied Piper and 
the animals come back

•	 Creating a 
narrative poem

2 Narrative writing:  
play scripts

•	 What does the play script 
tell you?

•	 Thinking about the play 
script

•	 How is a play script 
written?

•	 Contractions
•	 Dialogue in play scripts
•	 Stage directions
•	 Scenes
•	 The layout of play scripts

•	 First scene of a play – Mrs Polat 
and her son Emin are getting 
ready to go shopping

•	 The next scene of the play – at 
the shops

•	 Dialogue
•	 Dialogue and 

stage directions

3 Instructional writing: 
directions

•	 Which of these 
statements is true?

•	 Thinking about directions
•	 How are directions 

written?

•	 Proper nouns
•	 Imperative verbs
•	 Sentences
•	 Precise language
•	 The layout of directions
•	 Abbreviations

•	 Directions for Najwa to get back 
to the railway station

•	 Directions and map from your 
house to somewhere you 
know well

•	 Proper nouns
•	 Imperative 
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sentences

4 Writing to persuade:  
leaflets

•	 What does the leaflet 
tell you?

•	 Thinking about leaflets
•	 How is a leaflet created?

•	 Adjectives – comparative 
and superlative

•	 Persuasive words and 
phrases

•	 Information
•	 Alliteration
•	 Quotes
•	 Layout and illustrations
•	 Heading, purpose and 

audience

•	 A leaflet to promote a music 
concert in your school

•	 A leaflet to promote a famous 
band coming to a town near you

•	 Comparative 
and superlative 
adjectives

•	 Front and back 
pages

•	 Middle pages

5 Factual writing:  
biography

•	 What is the biography 
about?

•	 sequencing events
•	 How is a biography 

written?

•	 Past tenses
•	 How to write a biography

•	 A biography of Usain Bolt •	 A biography of a famous person 
you  admire

•	 Past tenses
•	 A person I 

admire
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Teacher guided writing  
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6 Narrative writing:  
stories that teach lessons

•	 Which of these 
statements is true?

•	 Thinking about the story
•	 How is the story written?

•	 Plot
•	 Setting
•	 Characters
•	 Past tenses
•	 Adjectives
•	 Adjective phrases
•	 Teaching a lesson

•	 Different version of the story The 
Emperor’s New Cloak

•	 A story teaching a lesson from a 
summary of an Aesop’s fable

•	 Past tenses

7 Explanatory writing:  
how was that done?

•	 What is the explanation 
about?

•	 Why did they do that?
•	 How is an explanation 

written?

•	 Headings
•	 Past tenses
•	 Sequence
•	 Linking words and 

phrases
•	 Illustrations

•	 An explanation of how a Chinese 
farmer grew rice

•	 An explanation of how Ancient 
Egyptians made mud bricks

•	 Step by step
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newspaper reports

•	 What does the 
newspaper report tell 
you?

•	 Thinking about the 
newspaper report

•	 How is a newspaper 
report written?

•	 Name of newspaper
•	 Date of newspaper
•	 Headline
•	 By-line
•	 Introduction – 1st 

paragraph
•	 Past tenses
•	 Eyewitness  accounts
•	 Fact and opinion
•	 Illustrations

•	 A newspaper report about boys 
rescued from the river during 
the storm

•	 A newspaper report about a 
tropical storm

•	 Direct and 
reported speech

•	 Creating a 
newspaper 
report

9 Personal writing:  
a reading journal

•	 Thinking about the plot
•	 Thinking about the 

characters
•	 How is a reading journal 

entry written

•	 Present tenses
•	 Summary
•	 Opinion
•	 Creating a reading 

journal entry

•	 A reading journal entry for a book 
the class has read

•	 A reading journal entry that an 
individual learner has read

•	 Present tense 
verbs

•	 Writing template
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8 Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

1 Narrative writing: poetry

Let’s read 
Read this extract from a narrative poem called The Pied Piper of Hamelin.

The story so far…
The town of Hamelin has a big problem. Rats! They are everywhere! They are eating all the 
food and frightening everyone. The Mayor doesn’t know what to do. He calls a meeting 
of the town council in the Town Hall. He needs to decide how to get rid of the rats. No one 
has any ideas but, just then, there is a knock at the door.

The Pied Piper of Hamelin
“Come in,” the Mayor and Council cried, 

The strangest fi gure stepped inside.

His odd long coat from heel to head

Was half of yellow, half of red.

And he himself was tall and thin,

With sharp blue eyes, each like a pin,

He walked up to the council table,

Said, “Please your honours, I am able,

By means of music, never fear,

I can make rats disappear.

I use my quite amazing skill 

On creatures that do people ill. 

The mole and toad and newt and viper

And people call me The Pied Piper.

I’ll take the rats, both young and old

If you will give me bags of gold.”

The Mayor jumped up. “Yes, yes indeed, 

You’ll have your gold if you succeed!”

Narrative poetry tells a story. Just like a story, it has characters, plot and setting.
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99Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

The Piper left and very soon,

They heard a lovely, simple tune.

When three shrill notes his pipe had uttered,

You heard as if an army muttered.

And then the noise became a grumbling,

And out of the houses the rats came tumbling.

Young and old and thin and fat

Every type and shape of rat!

Brothers, sisters, husbands, wives,

Followed the Piper for their lives.

From street to street he piped advancing.

And step for step the rats came dancing,

Until they reached the river side,

Jumped in, sank quickly and then died!

You should have heard the Hamelin people

Ringing the bells till they rocked the steeple.

“Go,” cried the Mayor, “and get long poles.

Poke out the nests and block up the holes!”

The Piper said, “I’ve done the deed,

Now pay me what we have agreed.”

The Mayor looked cross and then he spoke,

“You must know that was just a joke!

The rats have gone, and not returned,

I’ll give you what I think you’ve earned.

Take one gold coin and leave the town.”

The Piper stared and wore a frown.

He told the Mayor, “You’ll rue the day

You cheated me and didn’t pay!

I’ll play a very different tune 

And you’ll be sorry – very soon!”
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10 Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

Let’s talk 
A  What happens in the poem? Discuss your answers.

1 What problem do the people of Hamelin have?

2 What strange person arrives in the town?

3 How can he help them?

4 What does he want in return?

5 What does he do to make the rats follow him?

6 What happens to the rats?

7 How does the Mayor cheat him?

B  Think about the poem. Discuss your answers.

1 Why do you think the Pied Piper is called the strangest fi gure?

2 Why do you think the Mayor quickly agreed to give the Pied Piper bags of gold?

3 Why do you think the people of Hamelin rang the bells?

4 What do you think of the Mayor when he refuses to pay the Pied Piper?

5 The Pied Piper says he will play a very different tune. What do you think he does?

C  How is the poem written? Discuss your answers.

1 Look at the verbs in the poem.

a When the poet is telling the story and uses verbs, for example cried, stepped, 
walked, what tenses are the verbs written in?

b When the Pied Piper is speaking and uses verbs, for example can, use, take, what 
tenses are the verbs written in?

2 Who are the characters in the story?

3 Where is the poem set?

4 Find examples of rhyming words. 

  

Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetryUnit 1 Narrative writing: poetry
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11Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

Let’s learn

Creating characters 

A very important part of any narrative poem is the 
characters.

You need to think about:

•  what your characters look like – physical 
appearance

• what sort of people they are – personality.

You also need to think about how you want your 
readers to feel about your characters. Do you want 
your readers to:

• like them?   • dislike them?

How readers feel about your characters depends on:

• how you describe them • how they behave.

A  The two main characters in the poem are the Mayor and the Pied Piper. 
  Using what you find out in the poem and the pictures, make notes on what each 

character looks like.

 The Mayor The Pied Piper

  

   

  

B   Using what the Mayor says and does in the poem, make notes on what sort of 
person you think he is – his personality.

 

 

 

C   Using what the Pied Piper says and does in the poem, make notes on what sort of 
person you think he is – his personality.
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12 Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

Plot 

The plot of a narrative poem is what happens.

We know the beginning of the plot from The story so far…

We know the middle of the plot from the extract.

We do not know the end of the plot.

A   In as few words as possible, write a summary of what happens in the beginning and 
middle of the plot.

 

 

 

 

 

B  In as few words as possible, summarise how you would end the poem.

 

 

 

 

 

Rhyme 

Rhyming words have the same sound.

thin pin

Some rhyming words are spelled differently but sound the same.

soon tune 

Add more rhymes for these words.

1 cried   

     

2 old   
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13Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

Dialogue 

Narrative poems have characters.

You know when characters in the poem speak because the poet: 

• uses speech marks around the spoken words

• names the speaker

•  uses a comma, question mark or exclamation mark between the spoken words 
and the non-spoken words 

• uses a capital letter for the fi rst word spoken.

A  Add the missing speech marks and any other punctuation. 

1 What  can  we  do  about  the  rats  cried  the  Mayor

2 I  can  help  you  said  the  Pied  Piper

3 What  will  you  do  asked  the  Mayor

4 Wait  and  see  cried  the  Pied  Piper

B  Add the missing speech marks and any other punctuation. 

1 I  will  play  my  pipe  said  the  Piper  and  get  rid  of  the  rats

2 Do  you  think  he  can  do  it  asked  the  Mayor  Will  the  rats  go

3 When  the  rats  have  gone  said  the  Piper  you  must  give  me  bags  of  gold

4 The  rats  have  gone  cried  the  people  The  rats  have  gone

Past tenses 

Narrative poems are usually written in past tenses. 

He walked up to the council table…

Until they reached the riverside…

Find and copy six more examples of past tenses in The Pied Piper of Hamelin. 

1   2 

3   4 

5   6 

Top Tip

If it is not a question or 
an exclamation, use a 
comma.
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14 Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

Contractions

When we speak we often use short forms of words.

We say: 

• I’m for ‘I am’ • he’s for ‘he is’ • let’s for ‘let us’

These are called contractions. 

They have an apostrophe for the missing letters. 

Use contractions when you write dialogue.

A There are fi ve different contractions in the extract from The Pied Piper of Hamelin.
 Find and copy the fi ve contractions. Write the contracted words in full.

 Contraction     Words in full

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

Let’s practise

The Pied Piper is very angry that he has not been paid.

He is going to teach the Mayor a lesson. What could he do?

You are going to write the next part of the narrative poem.

One of the things the Pied Piper could 
do is to use his skill to take away all 
the other animals in Hamelin.
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15Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

A  Planning

1 Here are the fi rst few lines for the next part of the poem. 
Some rhyming words are missing. Choose a suitable 
rhyming word from each word box.

 Late that night, under the Moon.

 The Piper played a different  .

 The dogs began to bark and run,

 The cats meowed and joined the  .

 The goats and sheep ran down the road.

 The horses neighed, the cockerels  .

 The people cried, “No, bring them back!”

 The animals danced along the  .

2 Now add the second line to each of these.

a All the animals follow the Pied Piper out of the town.

 The Piper just played on and on.

 

b The Mayor is very worried.

 The Mayor cried out, “It’s as I feared.”

 

c The people are cross because the Mayor did not pay the Pied Piper what he promised.

 The people gathered in the street,

 

soon tune

fun bun

crowed fl owed 

sack track

Word box
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16 Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

B  Writing

 Now write your fi rst draft. 

Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

• continued the story?

• used rhyming words?

• written in past tenses?

• included some dialogue?

• used contractions?

Edit and proofread
Correct any mistakes in: spelling  punctuation  grammar

Write your neat copy.

Let’s write

In the next part of the poem, the Pied Piper comes back. He says the animals are all 
safe. They will come back when he gets his gold.

You are going to write the next part of the narrative poem.

A  Planning

1 The Pied Piper comes back to the town and goes to speak to the Mayor.

 Write two rhyming lines about this.

 

 

2 The Mayor wants to pay the Piper less.

 Write two rhyming lines about this.
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17Unit 1 Narrative writing: poetry

3 The people shout at the Mayor and tell him to pay what he owes.

 Write two rhyming lines about this.

 

 

4 The Mayor gives the Piper his gold. The people see the animals returning.

 Write two rhyming lines about this.

 

 

B  Writing

 Now read your poem.

Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

• continued the story?

• used rhyming words?

• written in past tenses?

• included some dialogue?

• used contractions?

Edit and proofread
Correct any mistakes in: spelling  punctuation  grammar

Write your neat copy.
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18 Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

Let’s read
These are the fi rst two scenes of a play set in a café. 

No Manners!

Characters:

Customers in the Tulip Café:   People who work in the Tulip Café:

Zehra      Bayram – a waiter

Miray     Mr Terzi – the manager

Mr Yazuv

Mrs Yazuv

Scene 1:  At the Tulip Cafe 

    Miray and Zehra have arranged to have lunch at the Tulip Café. Miray is sitting at a table, 
looking at the menu. Zehra rushes in.

Zehra:   So sorry I’m late! My bicycle had a fl at tyre! I had to get the bus and the traffi c was awful.

Miray:  Don’t worry. I’ve only just arrived myself. The telephone rang just as I was leaving.

Zehra:   [sitting down] That’s OK then. Have you looked at the menu?

Miray:  Yes. I’ll have the menemen. What will you have?

Zehra:   [reading the menu] I think I’ll have lahmacun with pickles. 

   A waiter approaches the table.

Bayram:  [politely] Good afternoon. My name is Bayram and I am your waiter. Are you ready to order?

Miray: Yes, thank you, we’re ready. I would like the menemen, please.

Zehra:  And I’ll have the lahmacun, please. Could I have extra pickles?

Bayram: Certainly. That won’t be a problem. What would you like to drink?

Miray: Coffee, please. We’ll both have coffee.

Bayram: [taking the menus] Excellent. Your meal will be with you shortly.

Narrative writing: play scripts
Play scripts are the words actors say in a play. 

Some plays are just one scene.

Some plays have more than one scene.
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19Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

Scene 2:  At the Tulip Café. 

    Twenty minutes have passed. Miray and Zehra are enjoying 
their meal when they hear loud voices from another table.

Mr Yazuv:  [in a loud voice] Where’s the waiter? We’ve been here fi ve minutes and no one has come to 
take our order!

Mrs Yazuv: [looking embarrassed] Shh, dear. People are looking.

Mr Yazuv:  I don’t care! I want some service. [clicking his fi ngers and shouting] Waiter! Waiter!

  Bayram rushes over.

Bayram: Apologies, sir. I am sorry you have had to wait, but we are very busy.

Mrs Yazuv: [smiling] That’s quite all right.

Mr Yazuv:  No, it isn’t! It’s ridiculous! Well, are you going to stand there all day or are you going to let 
me see the menu?

Bayram:  [handing Mr and Mrs Yazuv the menus] I have the menus here.

Mr Yazuv:  About time! [looking at the menu] No, I don’t want any of that. I want pizza.

Bayram:  I’m sorry, sir. We don’t serve pizza.

Mr Yazuv:  [shouting] Don’t serve pizza! What sort of a café do you call this?

Bayram:  We are a Turkish café, sir. We don’t serve Italian food. 
Perhaps you would like to try the Italian restaurant across the street.

Mr Yazuv:  [getting up] Are you refusing to serve me? I want to see the manager!
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20 Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

Mrs Yazuv: Please don’t make a fuss. If you want a pizza we’ll go somewhere else.

Mr Yazuv: [ignoring her and shouting] I want to see the manager!

   Mr Terzi has heard the noise and comes over.

Mr Terzi: [in a soothing tone] What seems to be the problem, sir?

Mr Yazuv: [pointing at Bayram] This rude young man is refusing to serve me!

Mr Terzi: [crossly] Is this true?

Bayram: [looking very unhappy and worried] Er… well… it’s just that…

   Zehra gets up and comes over.

Zehra:   Perhaps I can help? [pointing at the waiter] This young waiter has been pleasant and helpful. 
[pointing at Mr Yazuv] This man has been very rude and unreasonable! Bayram was simply 
explaining that you don’t serve pizza. He was very polite and suggested an Italian restaurant 
across the street. [turning to Mr Yazuv] Now, the rest of us would like to eat our meal in 
peace, so I suggest you leave.

Mr Yazuv:  [getting up angrily and pointing at Mr Terzi] Are you going to let her speak to me like that?

Mr Terzi:  Well, sir, I agree with the young lady. We have no place for your sort of rude behaviour in our 
café. Please leave.

    Mr Yazuv storms out. Mrs Yazuv gets her bag and coat and leaves, apologising to everyone in 
the café.

Let’s talk
A   What does the play script tell you? Discuss  

your answers.

1 How many characters are in the play?

2 At what time of day does the play take place?

3 What is the setting for the play?

4 In Scene 1:

a Which of the two girls arrives at the café first?

b Why is the other girl late?

5 In Scene 2:

a Who causes a fuss?  

b What does he make a fuss about?

6 How does Zehra solve the problem?
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21Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

B  Think about the play script. Discuss your answers.

1 What is your impression of:

a Zehra? b Bayram? c Mr Yazuv? d Mr Terzi?

2 Do you think Zehra should have spoken to Mr Terzi about what had happened or 
not? Explain your reasons.

3 If you were a customer in a café and something was wrong with the food or the 
service, how would you behave?

4 If you were the manager of the café and someone complained, how would you 
behave?

C  How is a play script written? Discuss your answers.

1 On the page, where are:

a the characters’ names? b the words they say? 

2 How are the stage directions written?  

3 Find a stage direction that tells an actor: 

a how to say something.  b what to do.

4 Why do you think there are two scenes in the play script?

Let’s learn
Contractions

Characters in plays are speaking to each other.

When we speak, we often use short forms of words.

We say: 

• I’m for ‘I am’ • don’t for ‘do not’ • I’ve for ‘I have’

These are called contractions. 

They have an apostrophe for the missing letters. 

Use contractions when you write dialogue in play scripts.

Top Tip

When something contracts, it gets smaller.
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22 Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

Find each of these contractions in the play script.
Write each contraction out in full.

 Contraction  Words in full

1 I’ll   

2 we’re   

3 won’t   

4 we’ll   

5 where’s  

6 that’s   

7 isn’t   

8 it’s   

Dialogue in play scripts

Dialogue in play scripts does not have speech marks.

We know when a character is speaking because their 
name is written before the words they say.

In a story, we write:

 “Coffee, please. We’ll both have coffee,” said Miray.

In a play script, we write: 

 Miray: Coffee, please. We’ll both have coffee.

A Find and write the names of the characters who say these words in the play script.

1 That’s OK then. Have you looked at the menu? 

2 Excellent. Your meal will be with you shortly.  

3 Shh, dear. People are looking.    

4 I want to see the manager!    

5 Is this true?       
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23Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

B  Read this conversation.

 “I’ve never had lahmacun before,” said Miray.

 “It’s delicious!” said Zehra, smiling.

 “What is it?” asked Miray, curiously.

  “It’s round, thin bread, topped with minced meat, vegetables and spices,”  
said Zehra.

 “Well,” said Miray, “I think I might try that next time.”

  “I’m sure you would like it,” said Zehra positively. “You can have salad in  
it. I like mine with extra pickles.”

 “I’m not sure about the pickles,” said Miray, “but I like the idea of having salad.”

C   Set out the conversation as a play script. Remember to add characters’ names, 
dialogue and stage directions.
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24 Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

Stage directions

There are two types of stage directions in the play script.

1 These stage directions tell an actor how to say the words.

 Bayram:  [politely] Good afternoon. My name is Bayram and I am your waiter. Are 
you ready to order?

2 These stage directions tell an actor what to do.

 Zehra: [sitting down] That’s OK, then. Have you looked at the menu?

A  Find and copy some dialogue with a stage direction that tells an actor how to say 
the words.

 Underline the stage direction.

B  Find and copy some dialogue with a stage direction that tells an actor what to do.
 Underline the stage direction.

Scenes

Many plays contain more than one scene.

A scene change usually happens when:

1 the setting changes

2 some time has passed.

A Explain why there are two scenes in the play script No manners!
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25Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

The layout of play scripts

The layout of a play script is different from a story and other pieces of writing.

A play script must include:

• a title

• a list of characters – the people in the play

• the number of the scene – if there is more than one scene

• some information about where and when the scene is set

• dialogue – what the characters say

• stage directions – words and phrases to tell an actor how to speak.

A Look at the play again.

1 What is the title of the play? 

2 Who are the characters in the play?

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 How many scenes does the play have? 

4 Where are both scenes set? 

5 Find and copy a short piece of dialogue.

 

 

6 Find and copy a stage direction. 

7 Are the characters’ names on the left or right of the page? 

8 Is the dialogue on the left or right of the page? 

9 How are the stage directions written? 

 10 Do the actors say the stage directions? 
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26 Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

Let’s practise

Mrs Polat is going to the local supermarket to do her shopping. 
Her son Emin is going with her. 

You are going to write the first scene of the play, where Mrs Polat is writing her 
shopping list. Emin asks her if they can buy apricots. He loves apricots!

A Planning

 Use the questions below to help you plan the scene. Make notes.

1 Who are the characters in the scene?

  

2 What number scene is this? Scene 

3 Where is the scene set?

 

 

4 While Mrs Polat is writing, she says out loud what things she is putting on her list. 
Make notes of what she is going to buy.

 

 

 

5 What is Emin doing while Mrs Polat is making the shopping list?

 

 

6 What does Emin ask her to put on the list? Why?

 

 

7 Does Mrs Polat agree? Does Emin have to keep asking?
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27Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

 8 Mrs Polat has fi nished her list, but then she remembers something. 
   What does she remember she has to buy?

 

 

 9  When she has fi nished the list, what might she have to do before 
they can go to the supermarket? Look at the picture. 

 

 

B Writing

  Now use your notes and write the scene on a separate piece 
of paper.

 Think about what Mrs Polat and Emin say to each other.
 Use stage directions to show how they say their words and what they do. 

Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

• written a list of the characters?

• numbered the scene?

• explained where the scene is set?

• written the characters’ names on the left?

• written the dialogue on the right?

• used contractions in the dialogue?

• used stage directions to show:

– how a character speaks? 
– what a character does?

Edit and proofread
Correct any mistakes in: spelling  punctuation  grammar

Write your neat copy.
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28 Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

Let’s write 

The next scene of the play takes place at the supermarket. 

Mrs Polat is looking at the shelves and putting things into the trolley.

She meets a friend and stops to chat.

Emin is nearby when he spots the apricots.

He does something he shouldn’t!

You are going to write the next scene of the play.

A Planning

 Use the questions below to help you plan the scene. Make notes.

1 What number scene is this?  Scene   

2 Where is the scene set?

 

 

3 Who are the characters in the scene? You should add other characters.

  

  

4 What do you think Mrs Polat tells Emin to do while she is shopping?

 

 

5 When Mrs Polat sees a friend, what do they chat about?

 

 

6 When Emin sees the apricots what does he do? 

 Look at the picture!

 What do you think is going to happen?
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29Unit 2 Narrative writing: play scripts

7 What does Emin say and do? 

 

8 What does Mrs Polat say and do? 

 

9 Does someone in the shop say and do anything? 

 

B Writing

 Now use your notes and write the scene. 

Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

• written a list of the characters?

• numbered the scene?

• explained where the scene is set?

• written the characters’ names on the left?

• written the dialogue on the right?

• used contractions in the dialogue?

• used stage directions to show: 

– how a character speaks? 

– what a character does?

Edit and proofread
Correct any mistakes in: spelling  punctuation  grammar

Write your neat copy.
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